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ITEMS
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AT LOW

PRICES
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B Y T H E

F A N R0

Exceedingly rare original MARVEL TALES, edited by Wm. L. 
Crawford, Vol. 1, No. h-, March - April 1935, contains 
original'H. P. Lovecraft "The Doom that Came to Sarnath, 
"The Creator," by Clifford D. Simak, "The Nebulae of 
Jeath," part 1, by George Allen England, plus other tales 
byP. Schuyler Miller, John Benyon Harris, and Amelia 
Reynolds Long. In fine condition............................................$3*00

Two hard-to-find issues of the Gernsback "Science 
Series."

No.
Dr.

1 "The Girl from Mars," by Jack Williamson & 
Mlles J. Breuer, illustrated by Paul...........$2.00

No. 3 "An Adventure in Venus," by Reg Michelmore, 
illustrated by Paul................................................................$1.50

Early British paper-back science-fiction novels. In 
excellent condition.

The Flag Library "The Invisible Power," by Edwin 
Wooten; "The Iron Army," by John Addiscombe, 
each............................................................................................. .. .$1,25

R. LEAD;ABRAND, 15o5 Topeka St., Pasadena 7, California 
(all items prepaid - I pay postage & insure - send 
want lists on
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Fantasy Advertiser is published bi-monthly as a service to fantasy 
readers and collectors everywhere. All contributions, advertise
ments, subscriptions, and articles for review should be sent to 
the editorial address. Reasonable care is taken to ensure fair 
dealing through these pages, but no responsibility can be accepted 
by the magazine for the integrity of the advertisers therein.

EDITORIAL ADDRESS: 1745 Kenneth Road, Glendale 1, California

November
1950

Volume 4
No. 5

The front cover this issue is by Neil Austin, back cover by 
Frank Joribrian. Interior drawings are by Jon Arfstrom, Austin, 

Ken Brown, Allen Chambers, Jack Gaughan end Jonbrlan. •
Books are reviewed this issue by Les Holbrook, 

Malcolm M. Ferguson, Dan Imbrlfer, Jack Kelsey, Leo Lemming, 
4. Julian Parr, Roger Scott, and the editor.

ADVERTISING FEES
$15.00 Center 2 Pages 5/7/0

10.00 Back Cover 3/11/6
6.00 Full Page 2/2/9
3.25 Half Page 1/3/2
1.75 Quarter Page 12/6

.50 Column Inch 3/7

Send copy and remittance to the 
editorial address

British advertisers and 
subscribers remit to:

DELL'S
209/211 Kirkgate Market 

Bradford, Yorks.
PLANOGRAPHED BY

JOHN S. SWIFT CO.. INC.
ST. LOUIS • CHICAGO - NEW YORK - CINCINNATI - CLEVELAND 

PRINTED IN ST. LOUIS. MISSOURI. U. S. A.

Prepared advertising copy should 
conform to the following full page 
dimensions (exclusive of borders):

4^ x 7| 6-3/4 x 11
5-5/8 x 9-3/8 7| x 12|

Quarter page ads and smaller 
should be usable in the 4| x 7| 

and 6-3/4 x 11 page sizes.
Our price for complete preparation 
of copy varies from 50/ to $2.50 
per page, depending upon the quan
tity of wordage and amount and dif
ficulty of special layout desired. 
There is no charge for necessary 
simple retyping of smaller ads.

CLOSING DATE for copy to be in 
the next issue: DECEMBER 15th



Notes From the Editor
Leave us face it. Fantasy Advertiser slipped-----and slipped 

badly----with this issue. Because of an improbable combination of 
circumstances there are no lead articles this issue (I'd planned to 
have two real meaty ones) and the quantity of shorter material some
how doesn't fulfill expectations either. The temptation was great 
to delay publication about two weeks and thereby eliminate this Is
sue's editorial deficiencies. After all, I reasoned, a year from 
now few would remember that one issue of FA had been published half 
a month late, whereas the issue as you now have it will still exist, 
an anemic testimonial to Its publisher's faltering con^ietence. The 
decision to publish on schedule is necessitated by the one point of 
FA's editorial policy that is not subject to change, namely, that 
of giving dependable service to the advertisers. Already we have 
some small reputation for regularity of publication and are unwill
ing to sacrifice it to any other consideration.

With the next issue, however, there will be one minor change 
in publication date. Whereas previously each issue has been mailed 
to the subscribers early in the month of its date, the next issue 
will be dated three months later than this one end mailed around the 
middle of the preceding month, That is, following November the next 
issue will be dated February and will be published the middle of 
January. I've given up attempting to lead the date of the issue by 
gradually advancing the publication date. Initiating the new prac
tice at this time will allow me an extra two weeks to prepare the 
next issue which, because of the present fumble, promise^ to be ex
ceptionally large.

Several items of exceptional interest have recently been sent 
us. The first issue of CHALLENGE, the new poetry magazine featuring 
subject matter of scientific and science-fictional interest and a 
symbolic cover by Ralph Rayburn Phillips, upholds all expectations. 
Obtainable from Avalon World Arts Academy, Rogers, Arkansas, at one 
dollar a year, end well worth your support.

Issue number one of ROCKET RESEARCH is one of the most elabor
ate amateur publishing jobs you're likely to see. The issue con
tains many photographs and a wide variety of articles on rocketry. 
Published quarterly at 3262 Casters Ave., Glendale 8, California. 
Current copies, 75/ each; annual subscriptions, three dollars.

GALLEY, the estimable little magazine published to promote the 
interests of all little magazines, has recently given a great deal 
of attention to the s-f fan magazines. The current (Fall 1950) is
sue includes an article by Stanton Coblentz, "The Science Fiction 
Little Magazines", which offers many interesting suggestions to the 
s-f Im publisher. (The previous issue had in it an article by FA's 
editor discussing the advertising problems of little magazines.) 
Those of you publishers who have not yet established contact with 
GALLEY are missing a unique opportunity for publicity and informa
tion. GALLEY is-published quarterly ($1.50 a year) by Proof, Inc., 
Box 190, North Hollywood, California.

Recent issues of these science fiction fan magazines have caused 
FA's editor to feel a pang or two of Jealousy: RHODOMAGNETIC DIGEST, 
$2.25 a year from 2524 Telegraph Ave., Berkeley 4, Calif. . PEON, 
single copies free from Charles Lee Riddle, PN1, USN; Fleet All 
Weather Training Unit, Pacific; c/o Fleet Post Office, Sai Francisco, 
Calif. FANSCIENT, six quarterly issues for a dollar, 3435 NE 38th 
Ave., Portland 13, Oregon. SCIENCE FICTION NEWSLETTER, 50/ a year, 
Box 260, Bloomington, Illinois.

The three dollar award to the contributor of the drawing voted 
best in the September issue is Jon Arfstrom who thereby becomes our 
first two-time winner.
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The Auction Report
The two science fiction auctions conducted by mail through Fan

tasy Advertiser were neither run-away successes nor abject failures. 
They were the cause of far more labor and expense to me than I would 
have liked, but all in all were, I think, worthwhile and were accord
ed enough response to encourage me to conduct another one. The ten
tative date for it is April-- the February issue will carry a con
firming or denying announcement-- and (don't hold me to this!) plans 
are brewing for conducting this one in the flesh.

On the whole the prices brought by the auctioned items were un
der the peak prices we've seen asked. Until now we've had no way of 
knowing how many of these high prices have actually been paid, how
ever. And as you may remember, 'way back in January when the first 
auction was announced, I stated that its prime purpose was to bring 
to light a truer picture of market values of the collector's items 
in our field.

Values of such things are pretty hard to pin down. Particularly 
in cases of such items as are seldom offered for sale and for which 
at any one time there are few prospective purchasers. The prices 
offered for such an unusual Item may vary over a wide range from one 
sale to another merely because one individual has entered or been 
eliminated from the market. However, the publication of auction re
cords is one of the most significant guides to market values, espec
ially when, as in the case of FA's auctions, the auctions recorded 
were conducted with the knowledge of most of the field's collectors. 
I feel that this magazine is performing a valuable service to science 
fiction collectors and dealers in publishing the following listing, 
a service whose value will increase with the publication of prices 
from additional auctions.
September issue auction prices:
(unpriced lots received no blds or one bld which was not acceptable)
Lot #2 $3.11 Lot #21 $11.81 Lot #37 $7.50

3 3.85 22 1.00 38 4.00
4 .7^ 23 3.00 39 10.00
8 11.81 26 1.27 41 3.11

10 1.10 29 2.00 42 3.15
12 1.25 32 3.61 44 2.35
13 1.25 33 3.00 45 1.38
15 2.63 34 4.40 46 1.23
17 5.0$ 35 3.00 47 5.00
18 5.00 36 3.30

$2.11
48 16.50

1. $2.11 40. $2. 61 43. 52 1.25
I'm very sorry that the amount of space that would be required 

has precluded a reprinting of the auction lot descriptions-- and that 
the issues including the auction catalogs are out of print. Editor

FOR SALE 
Large Collection 

M. P. Shiel 
including 53 1st editions, 
comprising nearly complete 
set of firsts. Total, 142 
items. Price $300 the lot 

FOB Cleveland.
A.R. Morse 

21709 Kinsman Road 
Cleveland 22, Ohio



The Voyage of the Space Beagle
by A. E. Van Vogt. Simon & Schuster, 1950; 240 pp., 2.50.

Author Van Vogt takes the logical view that the crew and scien
tists on a spaceship will be under proportionately greater strain 
than the members of, say, the Byrd polar expeditions. Added to the 
undercurrent of bucking among the travellers on the Beagle are con
flicts with various plausible but unpredlotably potent space crea
tures.

The story is told from the point of view of overall science 
coordinator ("Nexialist") Elliott Grosvenor, who believes that the 
specialists in each particular science can best help in a situation 
if someone is aboard who knows enough about that science and all the 
others to plan and ask for the help needed.

From this and other ref
erences, it would seem that Van 
Vogt has developed a suggestion 
from Oswald Spengler's Decline 
of the West, just as M.P. Shiel 
resorted to Henry George for 
ideas in Lord of the Sea. In 
neither, however, are we under 
any obligation to believe in 
too big a dose of Spengler or 
George, and such borrowings are 
to be commended as vital to the 
inflow of new ideas to s-f.

In this story Van Vogt 
supplies Interplay of charac
ter, plus Interests other than 
the exclusively mechanical, 
helping resolve s-f's preoccu
pation with gadgetry. Recom
mended.

**»*■»*
Perhaps you won't notice, 

but this title is bound in 
"boards" -- that is, a paper 
composite rather than a sized 
cloth over a similar stiffen
ing fill. This is a good eco
nomy move, as this type of binding compares reasonably well In dur
ability with cloth, being used occasionally in special editions on 
an equal footing with cloth. It is presumably less expensive In 
this case, for Simon and Schuster is the leading major publisher in 
saving you money on format modifications, in the least painful way 
possible.

Incidentally, the problem of dust-wrappers is an annoying one, 
for the d/w has come to have more appeal and assumed a larger share 
of book cost, in the s-f field. Often this is at the expense of the 
pook format. The reader finds himself in this dllemna, especially 
if the d/w is of thin paper: 1.) he must remove the wrapper if he 
wishes to read the book, lend It or refer to it extensively, or the 
d/w will get torn. In this case he leaves the book cover naked (or 
worse than naked if the d/w has an attractive nude on it). 2.) he 
can preserve his books in a mint condition, borrowing from another 
collector for reading purposes. The book dealer Is coming to set 
too great a store on mint copies of books, In d/w. A book, like a 
magazine should stay in one piece through several readings and then 
permit of being sold as a "good copy." If I am going to buy a book 
It won't stay mint long. If it's no good I'll throw it at the cat.
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Behind the Flying Saucers by Frank Scully.
Henry Holt, NY, 1950; 250 pp., 2.75.

Frank Scully, like Donald Keyhoe (The Flying Saucers Are Real), 
tells us that the f.s.'s are of extraterrestrial origin. But unlike 
Keyhoe's book, which is well-documented, this one must be taken on 
faith or rejected as so much very bad science fiction. For Scully's 
principal source of Information is a "Dr. Gee" who, for reasons that 
might be necessary and sufficient, is not identified; and even the 
willing believers cannot overlook the frequent contradictions and 
technical errors that would be intolerable in a science fiction 
story. Inasmuch as these discrepancies have been exposed by several 
better critics than I, I will here leave my derogatory opinion un
supported. But rather than emulate Scully's methods too closely, I 
will refer.the curious to any of the lengthy dissections of the book 
by the sclentlfically-more-erudlte-llterary-critics, and the cred
ulous to the book itself and its poorly written tale of pint-sized, 
scale model humans, magnetic propulsion, magnetic "radio" (by means 
of magnetrons!) and an Insufferable quantity of redundant irrele- 
vancles.

Of collateral interest to me are the several laughable reviews 
of this book that have appeared in national magazines and newspap
ers, written In some cases by men who have wide and honorable reput
ations as literary critics. What particularly interests me here is 
the attitude, Implicit in these reviews, that an individual adept 
at the evaluation of literary work is, ipso facto, a competent judge 
of technical matters. Could this possibly be the childish semantic 
error of confusing art with exposition because the written word is 
the common medium of communication? I'm a literary critic; liter
ature is found in books; this scientific theory is explained in a 
book; ergo I'm equipped to criticise the theory! This is undoubt
edly an unfair simplification, but if you've read these same reviews 
you'll probably agree that, dictators of public literary taste though 
some of the critics are, they might have done better to judge the 
book on its deplorable literary style than the credibility of its 
statements and theories.

I find in these reviews neat illustrations of e ubiquitous fac
tor which makes the creation of great science fiction a highly im
probable e'Vent. For it is, to s-f's perhaps ruinous misfortune, al
most a truism that the intellectual or man of letters will be vir
tually unable to con^prehend what science is all about. These re
viewers of previous reference pass unaware over Scully's basic scien
tific misconceptions, only to fasten triumphantly upon such a minor 
matter as the author's faulty arithmetic in a figure of speech. An
other reviewer decided Scully was unfit to write upon a technical 
subject because of his giving field strength measurements in terms 
of areas. It was the reviewer's certainty (retracted in a later 
column) that linear measurement is sufficient! Now, such an error 
is not to be excused merely by lack of knowledge (which in itself 
would disqualify the reviewer just as he would have disqualified 
Scully) but shows a deficiency in slnple spacial Imagery, one of 
the abilities by which I.Q. is measured. Let me here go out on a 
limb and state my belief that I.Q. (whatever that Is) is something 
a literary man, or any other artist, can do without. Whatever is 
the basis for his sort of genius hasn't yet been measured.

There is much that might be said on the subject of literary 
minds, scientific minds, and that bastard blending of the two, the 
mind of the science fiction writer. But my purpose here is only to 
point out what a fiasco can result from literary critics' trying to 
tear apart a journalist's account of what might have been a scien
tific subject. And, oh yes, to ask of literary critics in future 
not to consider themselves judges of the ideas in all books, even 
though the books are composed of words, which are the tools of, 
among others, literary craftsmen. Jack Kelsey
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WANTED!!!
ASTOUNDING SCIENCE FICTION 
FAMOUS FANTASTIC MYSTERIES 

FANTASTIC NOVELS 
UNKNOWN

I'll pay CASH for any back 
Issues of the above mags 

you have In GOOD CONDITION 
and wish to dispose of, 

whether it's one copy or 
100. Copies must be clean 
with covers and spine in

tact. Here's what I'll pay:

1948 through 1950 — 10/ a copy. 
1945 through 1947 — 15/ a copy. 
1943 through 1944 — 20i a copy. 
Prior to 1943 -- 25/ a copy.

Mail me whatever mags you 
wish to sell and if they are 
in acceptable shape, you'll 
receive my check by return 
mail. Mags not acceptable 
will be returned postpaid.

SEND THEM TODAY TO:
Gerry de la Ree, 

277 Howland Avenue, 
River Edge, N. J.

FOR SALE
5 magazines, my cnoice, $1.25 

Weird Tales, Amazing, Startling, 
Fant. Adven., Thrill. Wonder, 
Sup. Science, Other Worlds.

State your preference. '47-'50. 
If dissatisfied, return.

Nell Blum, 2200 N. Kedzie 
Chicago 47, Ill.

1 *** WANTED »** 

HORROR STORIES & TERROR TALES

Any copies of these magazines will bring a good cash offer or a 
real trade value on our scarce Weird and Fantasy books.

SPECIAL SALE BARGAINS

OPENER OF THE WAY by Bloch. Arkham House; ,1945 Mint, d/w $3.40

STRANGE AND FANTASTIC STORIES. Mint, d/w $3.20

UNCANNY TALES by F. M. Crawford. London, 1911 Good. $2.40

THE GHOST BOOK ed by Colin De La Mare. London, 1931 Good. $2.60 

PHARAOH'S DAUGHTER by W. W. Astor. London, 1900 Good. $3.25

SEND FOR COMPLETE FREE LIST

Many other scarce Weird & Fantasy books books and magazines

THE BAT'S BELFRY
307 Admiral Blvd.

Kansas City 6, Mo.



Science Fiction For The Masses
FANTASY FOCUS (Est. 4241 BC) suppiles the best books to AE “Sian” Vogt, Donald “Avon” 
Wellheim, Fred Brown of England, Georges Gallet of France, 
many other famous readers, wrltors and collectors of genre. Buy from FANTASY FOCUS.

THE BIG ONE DOLLAR ($1) BARGAIN SHELF: All the following titles at only $1 each: “Fury” 
by Henry Kuttner; “Needle,” Hat Cement; “The Humanoids,” Williamson; van Vogt’s “World of 
Nwll-A;” “Pebble In the Sky” by Asimov; “Lost Cavern” by Heard; “Best Supernatural Stories of 
HPL;” and the famous “Island of Capt. Sparrow.”

THE BIG BOOK OF SCIENCE FICTION, companion to "Treasury,” $3.

/o x
/

?0

JohcS

IHL StaSS

-/SIMs'/ 
^0

RALPH I24C4I-4-. Hugo Gernsback’s classic of 
2660 AD, $2.50.

THE GREEN MAN OF GRAYPEC, Pragnell,^ 
THE HOUSE THAT STOOD STILL, van Vogt,'^ 

THE HAMPSHIRE WONDER, superman, $1.50.
CARSON OF VENUS, Burroughs, $.50.
HEINLEIN’S Jupiterian “juvenile.” $2.50.
KINSMEN OF THE DRAGON, the sensational 

new Merrittssque-Rohmeresque novel by Stanley 
Mullen. $3.50.

THE VOYAGE OF THE SPACE SHIP BEAGLE, 
a tremendous novel of Interstellar scope, by 
A. E. van Vogt, $2.50.

A GNOME THERE WAS (the Best of Kuttner). 
$2.50

FLIGHT INTO SPACE. Interplanthology,
THE RAT RACE, the “slick” sensation by Jay 

Franklin—from Collier’s! $3.
THE DREAMING JEWELS, Sturgeon’s flrdt 

[novel,
ADDRESS UNKNOWN: Eden Phlllpotts tells of 

communication with another world! $2.50.
THE STELLAR MISSILES by Ed Earl Repp. In

cludes “The Quest of the Immortal.” $2.75.
THE BRIDGE OF LIGHT, A. Hyatt Verrlll, $3.
THE STAR KINGS by Edmond Hamilton, voted 

a Top Ten of its year! $2.
AN ATOMIC PHANTASY by Karel (RUR) 

Capek, $2.
WORLDS OF WONDER (the 3-in-I book worth 

4 times its price!) $3. By Olaf Stapledon.
RENAISSANCE, Raymond F. Jones, $2.50
Special: ROCKET SHIP GALILEO, the 212 page 

book by Heinlein from which the amazing 
technicolor seientifilm “DESTI

NATION MOON” was adapted, only $2.50.
Two other great Heinlein titles in the foregoing 

series, SPACE CADET and RED PLANET, 
5 each $2.50.

t6e CASTLE OF IRON, fie Camp-Pratt, and 
INCOMPLETE ENCHANTER, ea. $2.50.

AFTER 12,000 YEARS, a long sought after 
classic from the pen of Coblentz, $3.

The Memorial Edition of A. Merritt’s master
piece, THE SHIP OF I8HTAR, Extra pages, 
extra chapters, five beautiful new Illustra
tions by Finlay I

THE DARK OTHER. G. Welnbaum. $3. '*
THE TREMBLING WORLD, Astron del Martla, 

$.35.
THE BLIND SPOT by Austin Hall & Homer 

Eon Flint, illustrated by Bok. $3.
EVERY BOY’S BOOK OF SCIENCE FICTION, 

$2.50.
THE ETERNAL CONFLICT, Davll H. Kellor, 

M.D., ltd. belle*-artej edn. of 400, $3.50.
THE KID FROM MARS—he’ll tickle your sol- 

entifunny-bone^ By Oscar Friend, $2.
THE PORT OF PERIL, last of Kline’s “Gran- 

don of Terra” trilogy, $3.
AWAY AND BEYOND, van Vogt volume. $4.
COSMIC ENGINEERS. Clifford Slmak. $2.50.
PLANETS OF ADVENTURE, 15 interp lanetary

arns by Basil Wells, $3.
THE KING8LAYER. a brand new L. Ron Hub

bard title. 0
THE LADY DECIDES, Dr. Keller, only 40V 

copies printed, $3.50 while they last.
MINIONS OF THE MOON, Wm. Beyer, $2.50.
THE FALL OF THE HOUSE OF HERON by 

Eden Phlllpotts, only $2.
EXILES OF TIME, Nelson Bond, $2.50.
THE 4-SIDED TRIANGLE. Temple, $2.50.
LORDS OF CREATION. Eando Binder, $3. 
A MAN DIVIDED, Olaf Stapledon, 
THE COMETEERS, Williamson, $3.
DIANETICS: the Key to “Clearing,” $4. H ”

THE TERRIBLE AWAKENING, an Importation 
from England, only $1.50.

ADVENTURE ON THE MOON, a novelty, $1.25.
THE COSMIC GEOIDS, Talne’s newest, $3.
THE OMNIBUS OF TIME—no time like the 

{resent to purchase this passport to the Fu- 
urel $3.50.

FANTASY FOCUS also has hundreds of second hand books. Including hard-to-flnd collectors’ Items 
like “Weapon Makers,” “King In Yellow,” “Circus of Lao.” "World D,” etc.; thousands of fan
mags like Imagination!, Fantastte, Scienos Fiction Fan, Science Fiction Digest, Science Fantasy 

weview, etc.; promags clear back to the year No. I, with specials like New Worlds, Miracle Stories, 
•Comet Stories, Stirring Science, Future Fiction, Cosmic Science, Fantasy Book, Strange Tales, Tales 
of Wonder, etc;; and original artwork by Finlay, Cartier, Paul, Austin. Bok. Lawrence Even Span- 
Ish science fiction and Esperanto! Lengthy correspondence cannot be entered Into but brief inquiries 
answered upon receipt of stampt-adrest envelope. Maks payment by stamps, cash, checks, postal 
notes and/or money Orders to

FORREST .1 AIKERMAX

Box 6151 Metro Stn., Los Angeles 55, Calif.

IT W/LL PM you TO CH£C< My 

tAD Jhl THE. JLAST (SjEPt) /5SU£ PG6.



A GUIDE TO RARE BOOKS 
by Henry Herman Evans 

A dictionary of terms, ideas, points and val
ues. Covers bibliography, printing, binding, 
papermaking, foreign terms, high spots, and 
a generous supply of concise information in 
all fields of book collecting. Librarians and 
dealers praise its utility. Paper covers, 72 pa
ges, $2.00 per copy, postpaid. *

THE PORPOISE BOOKSHOP
Post Office Box 3216, San Francisco 19, California
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The Best Science-Fiction Stories: 1950 J
Edited by Everett F. Bleiler and T. E. Dikiy, with a guest

introduction by Vincent Starrett,

\gain, the ■ outstanding science- 
fiction event’ of the year, the 
series eage^y awaited by fans the 
world over! Booksellers every
where remember the phenomenal 
success of The Best Science-Fic
tion Stories: 1919. This year’s 
sensational volume includes the 
most popular writers in the field 
—Will F. Jenkins, Ray Brad
bury, Fredric Brown, Robert M. 
Williams, Robert W. Krepps,

Henry Kuttner, Murray Leins
ter, John D. MacDonald, Wilmar 
H. Shiras, Clifford Simak, Rob
ert S. Carr, and Theodore Stur
geon. Bringing the finest science
fiction to a rapidly growing 
audience claiming thousands of 
new readers daily, THE BEST 
SCIENCE-FICTION STORIES? 
1950 will be a solid money-maker 
for vour store!

$2.95

Four-Sided Triangle
by William F. Temple

What happens when two young English 
scientists invent- a machine that will 
reproduce anything—gems, gold, even 
the girl they both love? First, fame 
and honor, then TROUBLE. An in
triguing fantasy that will interest mys
tery addicts and novel readers too!

•2.50

Ralph 124C 41 +
By Hugo Gernsback. Fore
words by Fletcher Pratt and 

Lee De Forest.
The Battle of Space, The Avalanche, 
The Martian Giant—here is the fantastic 
world of 2660 A.D.! This gripping 
story of a strong man's battle for the 
girl he loves is an exciting adventure— 
an*l a terrifying prophecy of what 
COULD happen. Every fan will want 
this new edition of a great science
fiction classic.

•2.50

FREDERICK FELL, INC.
-io-



The Antiquarian Bookshelf 
a department conducted by various hands, this month... 

by Julian Parr
Auf Zwei Planeten by Kurt Lasswltz.
Germany, 1948, 326 pp. No English translation in print.

Kurt Lasswltz was born 20 April 1848 (this edition being in 
commeration of the 100th anniversary) and at the time of his death 
in 1910 was well known as a scholar, philosopher, and author. Auf 
Zwei Planeten appeared in 1897 and was obviously influenced by the 
then novel discussions of the possibility of life on Mars and by 
the Polar expedition of the Swede Andree, who attempted to reach 
the north pole in a balloon and eventually disappeared. Lasswltz' 
mechanics seema little primitive to us: his space travellers started 
in a balloon, reached Mars by means of an anti-gravity device; and 
were there astonished by kitchen sinks which produced breakfasts at 
the touch of a button; by rocket ships which bore traces; of a devel
opment from airships, having by-passed the aeroplane stage; by solar 
powered city machinery; by staggered moving footways; by vehicles 
moving at 250 mph; by a cinematograph which could project the image 
of past occurrences on the screen; by huge cities of towers, over
head roadways, and glass structures; by defensive er^rgy screens 
which stopped earthly shellfire; and by a United States' of Mars un
der an apparently beneficial rule which, however, sent its emis
saries to establish a Protectorate over Earth, starting its rule by 
calling a Peace Conference after ordering world disarmanent. After 
attempts by the humans to protect their "personal freedom", it was 
discovered that the Martians had brought with them a disease which 
spread over the Earth. The hero, working with the benevolent Mar
tian Protector, was able to defeat this menace and several others. 
Eventually the "colonial" idea got the upper hand in the Martian 
senate: Earth was to become an economic slave-colony. Earth re
sisted, overthrew the Protectorate, and reached a negotiated peace 
with a more liberal Martian government. World peace, interplanetary 
peace, happy ending.... Rather a smooth work for 1897.

A Few Modern Rarities
Van Vogts 2 scarce classics: 

WEAPON MAKERS and SLAN 
Each a 1st ed with d/w; 

fine except have bookplates
WEAPON MAKERS, $15 SLAN, $8
E.E. Smith, SKYLARK OF SPACE; 

1st ed, no d/w but other
wise fine; signed. $6

John Taine, THE TIME STREAM; 
1st ed, as new, $5; used 
copy, fine, no d/w. $4.25

C. A. Smith, ODES & SONNETS; 
Only edition of this title, 
a 1st for many of the poems; 
300 copies printed in 1918; 
few ever offered for sale. 
This copy in fine condition 

with bookplate, $35

Ppd, from 1745 Kenneth Road 
Glendale 1, Calif

Drawing by

Jon Arfstrom
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The latest from England
VOL. I, No. I

SUMMER, 1950

SCIENCE - FANTASY
REVIFW

0 Novelette:
THE BELT ..........................

• Short Stories: 
TIME’S ARROW .....  
MONSTER ................  
THE CYCLE .................  
ADVENT OF THE ENTITIES

... by J. M. Walsh

by Arthur C. Clarke 
. by Christopher Youd 

by P. E. Cleator 
... by E. R. James

31
45
60
71

£ Articles and Reviews :
THE ROAD TO THE STARS 
TRAVELLERS IN TIME
THE BATTLE OF THE CANALS 
A HISTQRY OF THE FUTURE 
THE JINN IN THE TEST-TUBE

0 Editorial:
FANTASIES AND FACTS ...

by Geoffrey Giles 
by Valentine Parker 
by Thomas Sheridan

by John K. Aiken 
by Herbert Hughes

... by The Editor

29 
43
S3
69
93

4

2

Cover by Powell Illustrations by Powell, Turner and Gaffron

WALTER GILLINGS, Editor

NOVA 
PUBLICATIONS

25 Stoke Newington Road, 
London, N.16

t ost «ee’ iilIlMir"
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Sanbornville 11?^ M Prison ^ew HampShire
The Brookfield Bookshop

-offers, postpaia-

John Collier, THE TOUCH OF NUTMEG, good clean tight copy in d.w.
----------- $6.00

Lynd Ward, GODS' MAN, a novel in woodcuts, fantasy on a Faustian
theme. Cape & Smith, 1929, good clean tight 1st ed. - $4.00 

M. P. Shiel, THE INVISIBLE VOICES, Richards, London, 1935. Mint 
copy (but without ,d.w.).autographed --------- $3.50 

C.C. Thomson, ed. NOT AT NIGHT OMNIBUS, London, 1937 - - - $3.50 
Ibid, NOT AT NIGHT, bound cheaply in boards. First volume in

series to reprint "Weird Tales". 1926. Interesting. - $3.50 
Olaf Stapledon, FLAMES, London, 1947. 1st as new in d.w. - $1.75 
Ibid, DEATH INTO LIFE, London, 1946. Fine d.w. 1st. -------- $2.75
Ibid, SIRIUS, London, 1944. Good first edition. ----- $2.25

& others---- fantasybargains for fantasyberltes----- & others
F.S. Past, do you suffer from desiderata as a result of lacunae? 
Do you, too, have grimoire gaposis? In short, are yoiF foiled In 
the desired completeness of fantasy folios by fissures protruding 
like so many painful pollexes? Perhaps we can help you omit these 
unsightly orifices. Inquiries discreetly developed.
PP.S. Oh, yes. LILLIPUT, British magazine like the early Issues 
of Coronet, 5 for $1.00. Interesting articles, art^in color, 
humorous sketches, salon photos, nudes. I can make up two dif
ferent sets of 5 each, figuring in an issue or two of the similar 
mag. MEN ONLY.

"Bust'n1 Bubbles" by Jack uaughan
(with apologies to the master)



British and Foreign Publications

ENGLAND.

209/211 KIRKGATE MARKET 
BRADFORD YORKS.

Ve have pleasure in offering the following new and second hand
SHORT STORY COLLECTIONS

AND THE DARKNESS FALLS (Karloff/ Cleveland 1946 Fine dw ^1.00
BEST OF SCIENCE FICTION (Conklin) New York 1946 Fine dw 2.u0
BEST TERRIBLE TALES.ITALIAN (Anon) London 1891 Fine 3.00
BEST TERRIBLE TALES,GERMAN (Anon) London 1891 Fine 3.00
BEYOND SPACE AND TIME (Derleth) New York 1950 Fine dw 4.00
CENTURY OF CREEPY STORIES (Anon) London 1934 Fine 3.00
CENTURY OF HORROR (Wheatley) London 1935 tine 3.00
CENTURY OF THRILLERS (Anon) London 1934 Poor 1.00
CENTURY OF THRILLERS,2ND.SERIES (Anon) London 1935 Fine 3.00
COME NOT LUCIFER (Anon) London 1945 Good .50
CREEPS (Anon) London 1932 Fine 2.50
CRIMES,CREEPS AND THRILLS (Gawsworth) London 1936 Poor 1.00
EVENING STANDARD BOOK OF STRANGE STORIES (Anon) London 1934 Good 2.00
EVENING STANDARD 2ND.BOOK (Anon) London 1937 Nice 2.50
FAIRIES RETURN OR NEW TALES FOR OLD (Anon) London 1934 Fine 1.50
FIFTY YEARS OF GHOST STORIES (Anon) London 1935 Good 1.00
<tHOST STORY OMNIBUS (French) new York 1935 Fine 1.50
GREAT BOOK OF THRILLERS (Thomson) London 1935 Fine 2.50
GREAT GHOST STORIES (Dale) London 1931 Good 2.00
GREAT GHOST STORIES OF THE WORLD (Laing) New York 1941 Fine dw 1.00
GREAT TALES OF HORROR (Bowen) London 1935 Fine 3.00
GRUESOME CARGOES (Thomson) London 1928 Good 1.50
nORRORS (Anon) London 1933 Fine 2.50
MAMI OTH BOOK OF GHOSTS AND MYSTERIES (Parrish)London 1936 Good 1.5u
MANDRAKE ROOT (Scott) London 1946 Fine dw 2.00
MORE GREAT TALES OF HORROR (Bowen) London 1935 Fine dw 2.50
MODERN TALES QF HORROR (Hammett) London 1932 Fine 2.00
MONSTERS (Anon) London 1934 Fine 2.50
MOONLIGHT TRAVELER (Stem) New lork 1945 Fine dw 1.00
MYSTERY BOOK (Thomson) London 1934 Good 2.00
NEW TALES OF HORROR (Anon) London 1934 Nice 2.00
NIGHTMARES (Ai6n) London 1933 Fine 2.50
NIGHT SIDE (Derleth) New York 1947 Good 1.00
OTHER WORLDS (Stong) New xork 1942 Good .50
uUT OF THE UNKNOWN (Vogt & Hull) Los Angeles 1948 Fine 2.00
PORTABLE NOVELS OF SCIENCE (Wollheim) New York 1945 tine .50
QUAKES (Anon) London 1933 Fine 2.50
SECOND CENTURY OF CREEPY STORIES (Walpole) London 1937 Fine 3.00
SHIVERS (Anon) London 1932 Good 2.50
SIX NOVELS OF THE SUPERNATURAL (Wagenknecht) New York 1944 Fine .50
STRANGE TO TELL (Fischer & Humphries) New York 1946 Good 2.o0
SUPERNATURAL OMNIBUS (Summers) London 1950 Mint dw 2.00
TALES OF TERROR (Karloff) New xork 1945 Fine dw .50
THRILLS (Anon) London 1935 tine 2.50
THRILLS,CRIMES AND MYSTERIES (Anon) London 1930 Good 3.o0
TRAVELERS IN TIME (Stem) New York 1947 Fine dw 2.00
WEIRD TALES,ENGLISH (Anon) Edinburgh 1888 Nice 3.00
WEIRD TALES,IRISH (Anon) Edinburgh 1888 Nice 3.00
'WEIRD TALES,SCOTTISH (Anon) Edinburgh 1888 Nice 3.00
WHO KNOCKS (Derleth) New York 1948 xine 1.5o

Please do not send money with ord er.Let US know your wants and we will
write you. «ext issue of Fantasy Advertiser contains some rare items.

-14-



OPERATION
FANTAST

Philip J. Rasch, 
715 W. 112th St., 
Los Angeles, 44, 
California, USA.

BOOKS FROM BRITAIN
We have pleasure in drawing your attention to the following 
books currently available from Britain:
Olaf STAPLEDON'S latest: A MAN DIVIDED, Inc. postage, 1.50
A new edition of ATLANTIS: THE ANTEDILUVIAN WORLD, Ignatius 
Donnelly's classic has now been printed by Sldgewick & Jackson, 
of London. Edited by Egerton Sykes, it also contains apprecia
tions of Donnelly by Lewis Spence and H.S.Bellamy, and a short 
note by Paul le Cour. Demy 8vo. Cloth. Illustrated, post 2.80.
Arthur C. Clarke, member of the British Interplanetary Society, 
and sf author or some renown, has written INTERPLANETARY RELIGHT 
- the last available word on the subject of space travel. 1.33
Of Interest only, we would also like to mention a British re
print of the Ley and Bonestell work THE CONQUEST OF SPACE. 
Printed in a Crown 4to, cloth edition, with 160pp & 48 Jlates 
(16 in colour) this edition should make a hit in UK, costing 
only 18/-.
A successor to M.R.James has appeared in the person of A.N.L. 
Munby; 14 tales printed in THE ALABASTER HAND show a mastery 
of the supernatural quite the equal in style and setting’ to 
that of the author of GHOST STORIES OF AN ANTIQUARY. 1.30
Available in British editions are Lord Dunsany's two recent works, 
collections of his short tales: THE MAN WHO ATE THE PHOENIX, & 
THE FOURTH BOOK OF JORKENS. each 1.30, including postage.
Recent pocket books available are:
THARKOL, LORD OF THE UNKNOWN, Edmond Hamilton. 25/
WORLDS AT WAR: a small collection of stories, all new 

tales, Including F.G.Rayer, and E.R.James. 25/
THE WHISPERING GORILLA, David Reed. 25/
OPERATION VENUS, John Russell Fearn. 25/
ANNIHILATION, John Russell Fearn. 25/

AUCTION !!
We offer to the highest bidder a full set of sixteen 

TALES OF WONDER, and five Issues (the three pre- and the two 
post-war) of FANTASY. These are definitely collectors items, and 
are in excellent condition. Bidding starts at 16.00 and remains 
open for one month after this advert is published.

SECOND HAND ITEMS
We do not normally handle second-hand books, but a few 

attractive items come our way....
Benet, Stephen Vincent. THIRTEEN O'CLOCK. Ex cond,with d/w. 1.00 
Hallen, A.L. ANGILIN: A Venlte King. 1st Ed. 1907 314pp. ex.

an early interplanetary, very rare. 2.50
Kerrulsh, J.D. THE UNDYING MONSTER, Allan,London, 1936. fair .70 
Lambourne,John.THE KINGDOM THAT WAS.Murray,Lond, ex with d/w 1.00 
Stoker, Bram. THE LADY WITH THE SHROUD. Fair. 1.00
Please do not send cash with auction bids, or for second-hand 
items. Cash may be sent for new items. Should any item noted 
as new be no longer available when order is received, money will 
be refunded. Pxease note that all items will be despatched from 
Britain, and delay up to six weeks may therefore be expected.
Why not subscribe to OPERATION FANTAST, and receive our 16 page 
quarterly booklet, giving International fan-news, articles, and 
stories, together with duplicated notes of books and magazines 
available? Six issues for 75/, 4 Issues for 55/.
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A few representative items from..........

THE GRANDON COMPANY
Publishers and Booksellers 

51 Empire Street 
Providence 3, Rhode Island

Twenty representative items from various lists, fully and 
accurately described - even to story content. Every reason 
why 2,000 catalogues are issued by us six times a year. Our 
lists often include Kline,Cummings, Lovecraft, Burroughs, 
Serviss, and Taine items, and a penny post card will place 
you upon our mailing list.

1. Bell, Neil - "The Lord of Life" Boston 1933. 1st Amer Ed. Mint 
in d/w. Same type as Fowler Wright's "Deluge". $2.50.

2. Blodgett, M.F. - "At the Queen's Mercy" NY 1897. 1st Ed. Mint 
in plain d/w. Illustrated. Scarce lost race novel which 
may have influenced Burroughs' Atlantean land, Opar. $3.50.

3. Burroughs, E.R. - "Tarzan Lord of the Jungle" Chicago 1928.
1st Ed. Mint in d/w. St. John illustrated. $2.50.

4. Channing, Mark - "Nine Lives" Phila. 1937. 1st Ed. Mint in 
d/w. Strange novel of Tibet in best Mundy manner. $3.50.

5. Collins, Gilbert - "Valley of Eyes Unseen" NY 1924. 1st Ed.
Mint in d/w. Strange lost race tale of hidden China. #3.50. 

6. Deeping, Warwick - "The Man Who Went Back" NY 1940. 1st Amer.
Ed. Mint in d/w. Classic. Modern man assumes the shape of 
a Roman warrior in Ancient Britain. $3.50.

7. Drake, H.B. - "Cursed Be the Treasure" NY 1928. 1st Ed. Mint 
in d/w. An erie, cleverly written novel in the very best 
Stevenson manner. $3.50.

8. Fernald & Slocombe - "The Scarlet Fringe" NY 1931. 1st Ed.
Mint in d/w. Founding of lost Inca city. $3.00.

9. Ganpat - "Harilek" Boston 1923. 1st Ed. Mint in reprint d/w.
Losti Egyptian civilization in Asia. $2.50.

10. Mundy, Talbot - "The Devil's Guard" Boston 1926. 1st Ed. Mint 
In d/w. Fantastic yarn of lost Tibet. $3.00.

11. Phillpots, Eden - "Tabletop" NY 1939. 1st Ed. Mint in d/w. 
(D/w slightly frayed). Lost Inca treasure. Fantastic. $2.00.

12. Rodney^- G.B. - "Edge of the World" NY 1931. 1st Ed. Mint in 
d/w. “'Ancient Romans vs Ancient Mayans. $2.00.

13. Rohmer, Sax - "She Who Sleeps" NY 1930. 1st Ed. Mint in d/w. 
Beautiful supernatural atmosphere of Ancient Egypt, un
marred by a plausible explanation. Excellent tale. $2.00.

14. Savage, Juanita - "The City of Desire" NY 1930. 1st Ed. Mint 
in d/w. Topnotch novel of ancient Mayas. $3.00.

15'. Scoggins, C.E. - "The Red Gods Call" Indianapolis 1926. 1st
Ed. Mint in d/w. Fantastic novel. $2.25.

16. Shlel, M.P. - "The Young Men Are Coming" NY 1937. 1st Ed.
(Amer.) '1984' type novel. Mint in d/w. $2.00.

17. Sheehan, .Murray - "Half Gods" NY 1927. 1st Ed. Mint in d^w. 
Centaur tale. . #2.50.

18. Snaith, J.C. - "Thus Far" NY 1925. 1st Ed. Mint in d/w.
Frankenstein theme. $2.50.

19. Snell, Edmund - "The White Owl" Phila. 1930. 1st Ed. Mint
in d/w. Fine lost race novel of Toltecs. #2.50.

20. Stapledon, W. Olaf - "Odd John" NY 1935. 1st Amer. Ed.
Mint in d/w. Superman tale. #3.00.
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Big Book of Science Fiction, edited by Groff Conklin. 
Crown Publishers, 1950; 545 pp., 3.00.

The quantity of words In this book well warrants the title.
My guesstimate is close to one-third of a million words. which in
point of quantity makes this the s-f bargain book of the year. As
evidence of the far 
the book’s contents

more important factor, quality, here’s a list of

Mr. Murphy of New York McMarrow, Jr. One Leg Too Many Alexander
The Diminishing Draft Kaempffert Man with the Strange Head Breuer
A Matter of Form Gold Defense Mechanism MacLean
Isolationist Reynolds Margin for Error Padgett
Nobody Saw the Ship Leinster Planetoid of Doom Colladay
Mewhu’s Jet Sturgeon E for Effort Sherred
The Outer Limit Doar Ship That Turned Aside Peyton
Rat Race de Courcy Manna Phillips
Dear Devil Russell Long Dawn Loomis
In the Year 2889 Verne Roger Bacon Formula Pratt
Forever and the Earth Bradbury The Wings of Night del Rey
The Miniature MacDonald Desertion Simak
Sanity Leiber, Jr. Contact, Inc. Osborne
The Only Thing We Learn Kornbluth Arena ■£ Brown
Not with a Bang Knight Culture .y Shelton

& ’’Peacebrlnger" by Ward Moore and ’’Emergency Landing" by Williams.

In "E For Effort", T. L. Sherred spins a powerful yarn about a 
machine which recreates three-dimenslonally any past e^ent. It is 
used by Its inventor and his associates to produce accurate motion 
pictures of historical events. Their last picture, a documentary 
of political events prior to and during the war,will appeal to the 
wishful-thinking facet of every fan's imagination. Sherred's style 
is smooth, fast-paced, and exceptionally gripping. I'm somehow re
minded of James Cain.

Ward Moore (whose novel GREENER THAN YOU THINK Is one of the 
outstanding fantasies of all time) Is represented by "Peacebrlnger", 
an excellent satire with a bite. The nominal villain of the yarn 
has discovered an anaesthetising liquid he calls "Paxite" with which 
he attempts to establish, extra-legally and peacefully, a world gov
ernment. The whole thing causes one to wonder what.this man Moore 
does that's so all-fired in^ortant he doesn't take time to write 
more stories.

Mr. Conklin anticipates the criticism that will be most often 
made of the book, "...that it is overweighted with practically cur
rent stories. (The) ancients are prone to demand some of their fav
orites from an earlier age, and complain of discrimination against 
the 'classics'. They may have something there.

“On the other hand, when I go back over the tales I so fondly 
remember from the science fiction of the Twenties and the early 
Thirties, I find most of them today do not live up to my roseate 
memories of them. Nevertheless, I have Included a goodly number of 
old-timers in the BIG BOOK. The balance is still, I think, accept
ably across-the-board, particularly when it is realized that so lit
tle of the earlier stuff stands up today, and also that one of my 
alms has been to represent as many of the new and up-and-coming 
writers as I could."

One can agree with that opinion and yet maintain that even the 
con^aratively small amount of really good older stories has not been 
very thoroughly mined by the anthologists. For Mr. Conklin's pur
pose of presenting the newer writers we have nothing but approval.

Among the older stories is "Mr. Murphy of New York", a most 
entertaining yarn rescued from the complete oblivion of a 1930 Sat
urday Evening Post. Though the writing may be dated, the bewildered, 
voluble Mr. Murphy is a character I'll long remember. For a reason 
or reasons unknown to me, I had almost forgotten how good Padgett 
is at his best. "Margin For Error", which presents an extraordinary



The Dreaming Jewels, by Theodore Sturgeon 
Greenberg: Publisher, 1950; 215 pp., 2.50.

I recommend this fantasy as an ably-written, well-constructed 
novel, with topnotch characterization and atmosphere. It might be 
compared in style and treatment to Philip Wylie's Gladiator (I say 
this to help you pigeonhole it on your shelves, not to show a der
ivation I don't believe to exist).

The story turns on the old folk-theme of external soul, to 
which Sir James Frazer gives a volume or so of The Golden Bough. 
But the idea is as modern as the setting — a circus carnival.

Theodore Sturgeon has always managed to make his writing inter
esting and suffused with a human warmth. The plot never thins on 
us, and there is no heavily faked and extraneous "business" such as 
characterizes many pulp writers' (and slick writer^ , to be sure) work.

The dust-wrapper blurbist refers to the dreaming jewels as 
"from another planet" which did not appear to be so from the text, 
but their dreams are "Living flesh-and-blood creatures which some
times don't quite get finished." And this is an interesting concept 
upon which to hang a yarn__ Daniel Imbrlfer

Farmer in the Sky,by Robert a. Heimem.
Scribners, 1950; 216 pp., 2.50.

This yarn's for teen-agers, smoothly and accurately written, 
with particular care as to plausibility regarding space ships and 
astronomy.

Bill Lermer and Dad are among the colonists to Jupiter's third 
moon, Ganymede, emigration being prompted by food shortage due to 
population increase. (If this were an adult book, one would like a 
fuller explanation why there wasn't a rationing of power as well as 
food, for could not the energy spent in travel in this advanced time 
be used for stimulating food growth?)

The trip to Ganymede is accon?>lished in three ships, first the 
Bifrost (named for the Norse bridge to Valhalla), lifting to the 
space-moored, space-built Mayflower, which traverses most of the in
tervening d^ace and drops its passengers by the ferry, Jitterbug.

A good book for teen-aged readers, with a respectable innocu
ousness which should endear it to librarians, parents, and others 
buying books for adolescents. For a fair portion of the book-buyers 
for younger^people have built up in their minds the idea that the 
circus colons of the pulps, the brief nod to voluptuous beauty in 
heroine and hero permeate the pulps with the devil only knows what 
iniquities. Be that as it may, Mr. Heinlein has a market which he 
serves very well, and no doubt readers of Farmer in the Sky will 
seek further in science fiction. Leo Lemming

BIG BOOK OF SCIENCE FICTION continued 
individual in juxtaposition to a most unusual but convincingly real
istic government, fully reestablished my enthusiasm for this author.

Ray Bradbury's story of Thomas Wolfe temported to A.D. 2257 
tends to be rather emotional but Is withal so forceful that the 
reader's response will justify the tension. One of his best.*

In the last story, mankind's world ends, in the words of T. S. 
Eliot, "...not with a bang but a whimper." Ironical as hell.

The library of modern science fiction is significantly enriched 
because of Groff Conklin's anthologies. He has recently become s-f 
editor, or some such title, for Grosset & Dunlap, niio have announced 
publication of Lawrence O'Donnell's FURY, so I guess the good work 
will continue. Les Holbrook-
*1 agree, and to date only Bradbury has disagreed with me. Ed.
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Science Fiction at Its Best

ROBERT HEINLEIN
Farmer in the Sky

Illustrated by Clifford Geary

Suppose you and your family were just about to migrate to Gany
mede, one oi Jupiter’s moons, on the space ship Mayflower?

This is what happens in Robert Heinlein’s new science fiction story, 
and it is told in the first person by sixteen-year-old Bill.

At a time when there is not enough food to support Earth’s popu
lation, the Lerner family decides to try its luck at scientific farm
ing on another planet. We follow their adventures with complete in
terest, are concerned with young Peggy’s gallant efforts to adjust to 
the atmosphere of Ganymede, and the welfare of the whole family 
in the Great Disaster. As always in Heinlein books, the story is told 
with all the scientific accuracy which is due to the author’s background 
of aviation-engineering. f

PREVIOUS BOOKS

RED PLANET - $2.50/ BEYOND THIS HORIZON - $3 
ROCKET SHIP "GALILEO" - $2.50 / WALDO - $2.50 
MAN WHO SOLD THE MOON - $3 / SPACE CADET and 
6th COLUMN, ea. $2.50 ^-5^x8 • cloth • $2.50



Now Science Fiction’s
Famous Books only $1

FURY by Henry Kuttner
Fury is a novel of violence. The earth is dead 
long since, blasted in a self-sustaining chain 
reaction. Remnants of the human race have 
settled on Venus. The rulers are Immortals, 
genetic mutations who live a thousand years or 
more. An important novel that you will enjoy.

THE ISLAND OF CAPTAIN 
SPARROW by S. Fowler Wright
This enchanting science fantasy is the tale of 
two diametrically opposed types of civilization: 
one composed of the decadent descendants of 
a Nineteenth Century pirate crew, the other 
the remnants of a tiny, strangely advanced 
civilization.

THE HUMANOIDS 
by Jack Williamson
The unexpected solution of this galactic struggle 
of five or six individuals against hundreds of 
millions of robots is a strange, frightening and 
gripping story.

THE WORLD OF A by A. E. Van Vogt 
A tale of the future evolution of the mind of 
man, a wild and free extrapolation from 
today's society—based on emotions and appe
tites rather than on mentality—to an inconceiv
ably complex and exciting tomorrow, when 
man has finally learned how to dominate his 
environment and his own baser instincts.
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The Best Science Fiction Stories: 1950
Edited by Bleiler & Dikty. Frederick Fell, 1950, 2.95.

The 13 stories presented here are surprisingly lavish with 
ideas, served up with e prodigal compactness (a paradox to tie your 
boat to) which is the best possible boost for s-f we could ask. 
These writers have-not padded their yarns, not tried to stretch and 
graft and reshape them into novels -- not that I'm one bit against 
novels when they warrant their length, but I must favor the sacri
ficing writer who refuses to stuff his story with extra words at so 
many cents per word.

You've already heard good words for Ray Bradbury's Martian 
Chronicle series, which is represented here by two topnotch stories 
not in the Doubleday volume -- "Dwellers in Silence" and "The Man". 
Henry Kuttner's "Private Eye" is the most Ingenious piece in the 
lot to my way of thinking, bearing the most novel implications here. 
Fredric Brown's "Mouse" is effectively handled, too, while Robert W. 
Krepp's "Five Years in the Marmalade" has an adroitness suggestive 
of John Collier's treatment.

Vincent Starrett's introduction should not be missed. His 
discernment and good taste here as elsewhere are true to the mark. 
Starrett is followed here by E. F. Bleiler who welcomes an attempt 
to trace the origin of the theme of Ray Bradbury's e#t re-ordinary 
robot family in "Dwellers in Silence". Such tracings are indeed 
interesting, but each critic will take a different course In this 
cross-country chase. Starting with Starrett and Bleiler with a 
double mention of the German Romantic writer E.T.A. Hoffman, I would 
next pick up the automaton that contemporary Achim Vofi Arnim used 
in "Isabella Von Aegypten" -- formed from a mandrake root. Reading 
such material, Hawthorne may have found sources for his "Feather- 
top", from which in turn L. Frank Baum quite probably derived his 
Jack Pumpkinhead in his famous juvenile "The Marvelous Land of Oz".

Since such matters are the critic's vittle and drink, I'm fur
ther tempted to ask, re notes on the provacatively titled "Private 
Eye" yarn, whether you've noticed the eye in the sky on the hindside 
of the dollar bill (a bit of design suggesting devices used byj^he 
Masons) which reprints both the obverse and reverse of the National 
Seal? (I can just visualize the late Krazy Kat trying to keep "ob
verse" and "reverse" straight.)

But enough of this prattle; 
like it.

More Case Histories
Cases numbers 3 end 4 In the 

Harvard Case Histories in Exper
imental Science series (see edit
orial in FA's Sept issue) have 
reached me and In nowise tend to 
reduce my enthusiasm for the ser
ies. The new titles are "The At
omic-Molecular Theory" by Leonard 
K. Nash (115 pp, $1.35) and -"The 
Early Development of the Concepts 
of Temperature and Heat" by Duane 
Roller (106 pp, $1.25).

Roughly following the pat
tern of the first two papers of 
the series, the present volumes 
are rich with extractions from 
the papers and notebooks of the 
scientists influential in the 
development of the subject theo
ries. Each of them is, to me, 
downright fascinating in its ex
position of the methods and pro- 
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you get the book and see how you 
Dan Imbrifer

FANTASY^ A.OVER 11 SEA
10/ Back Issues 10/
March thru September 1950 

are out of print.
Most other issues 

from April 1946 thru 
: January 1950 may be had

from

I
Gus Wlllmorth 
1236J So. Irolo 
Los Angeles 6, California 
cesses of thought of the earlier 

scientists, showing where they 
made their mistakes and why, and 
what the later influences were 
that permitted other Investigat
ors to avoid the errors of their 
predecessors.

Each volume is well printed 
on a good grade of paper and con
tains Dr. Conant's excellent fore
word to the series. RAS



Ralph 124C 41+, by Hugo Gernsback. Frederick Fell, 2.50.
This is s remarkable tour de force, deserving of your thought

ful consideration.
Many of its predictions have been fulfilled (already -- though 

we are so far from the year 2660 that we should often lower author 
Gernsback's sights half a millenium for him). The heralding of radar 
end the "hypnobioscope" -- whereby memory retention is facilitated 
in sleep —• are outstanding. I believe the author has patents in 
this latter field. Aldous Huxley's Brave New World, 1932, uses this 
idea too. Microfilm's universal use was prophesied, too, though I 
have seen specimens of microfilm used during the Seige of Paris in 
1870, for pigeon post.

The scientific bases of anti-gravitational forces are discussed 
for the fltst time in science fiction in full and logical fashion. 
Deen Swift and Edward Everett Hale were among Gernsback's predeces
sors with eir-island-cities, though Dr. Hele's city was a real sat
ellite, revolving around the earth at a rate differing from the 
earth's own -- hence "travelling" in relation to-the earth's sur
face. (See "The Brick Moon" which first appeared in book form in 
His Level Best, 1873.)

We realize today in reading Ralph 1240 41+ that the inventions 
ere piled one upon the other without having interacted to change the 
way of life by a fraction as much as will soon have occurred when 
we have caught up by a little more (or detoured) these inventions. 
However, this was written in 1911 when we were not as aware as now 
of the Interplay of influences of inventions upon one another and 
upon social conditions. And even if writers of that day could reas
onably have been expected to have such an awareness, author Gerns- 
back certainly had his hands full projecting advances in the various 
technological fields.

An Invention is not a thing in itself simply begetting the next 
invention in line, as the editors of the Popular Mechanics-type mag
azines are inclined to show us, but a source of effects in the arts 
end social sciences which setup entirely new premises and bases for 
later inventions. Recommended reading in this line is the hard- 
come-by textbook A History of Mechanical Inventions by Prof. Abbott 
P. Usher (zL929) .

While this review has been critical, I have been stimulated by 
reading this book, and think you will be, too. Ralph 124C 41+ has 
been influential in the growth of science fiction. Author Gerns
back's style is not stilted; the author rates very highly for verl- 
simllitude£ln his technical prophecies, and amazingly well for the 
imagination and study behind them. Daniel Imbrifer

The following books are in 
very fine condition (good as 

new) with d/w, except as noted 
otherwise. $2 .00 each, ppd.

DEATH'S DEPUTY.........................Hubbard
THE RAT RACE, no d/w....Franklin 
THE PORT OF PERIL.......................Kline
MASTERS OF TIME.................... van Vogt
GENUS HOMO no dw Miller, De Camp 
BEHIND THE FLYING SAUCERS Scully 
OMNIBUS OF TIME.........................Farley
FLIGHT INTO SPACE...ed.,Wollhelm 
DON'T INHALE IT!.......................Balint
ROCKETS AND JETS..............................Zim
$3.00..........DIANETICS...................$3.00
$1.00...THE ATOMIC STORY...$1.00
R. A. Squires, 1745 Kenneth Road

Glendale 1, California
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The Bridge of Light
by A. Hyatt Verrill.
Fantasy Press, 1950, 248 pp, 3.00.

Those inclined to categorize have 
been known to divide the tales of lost 
races according to whether the race in 
point is or is not one known to have 
existed. The present title is an ex
ample of the former and among those of 
its type (note that this device of 
definition excludes the books of A. 
Merritt) is outstanding.

None of the stock characters and 
plot elements, is lacking. The proteg- 
onist searches for and finds a Mayan 
city, isolated for centuries. He be
comes a priest of one of the native 
gods, marries a native girl, and un

til the story’s end is in danger from 
a rival priest. BUT (all caps) rwhat 
is significantly distinguishing about 
this book is the more careful charac
ter-drawing, featuring a hero whose 
actions and thoughts can be accepted 
by the modern reader, and the obvious 
familiarity of the author with the 
culture of the ancient Mayos, which 
makes for greater realism in the del
ineation of the ’’lost” people than one 
ordinarily finds. Verrill’s scholar
ship is evident throughout but only 
to the point of making for more inter
esting, convincing narration.

The story opens rapidly. The ac
tual adventure begins on page 23 after 
an amazing amount of background has 
been laid and a noticeable mood of 
suspense induced. Roger Scott

FAN-MAGAZINES

I want pre-bomb faj-mags thru 1945 
and superlative issues since. Humor, 
parody, and controversial issues: any 
date. Will pay cash—you name it—or 
.............other fan-mags: 3 for 1............

WHAT HAV'E YOU?

...........Special wants right now:............  
ARCANA. COUNT WACULA. THE DAMN THING 
DISHAB ILIE. 8-BALL. FANART. FANSIANTS 
FUNTASY. MARS. HEELING ERROR. PANTY 
RAISER. HER SCRAPBAG FANTASY. MOLOCH 
STEFANTASY (+ A DANGEROUS THING) STF 
& NCNSENSE. TELLUS-SPICY. TERRIFYING 
TEST-TUBE TALES. VANTAGE POINT. VENUS 
VoMAlDEN FROLIC. WAIT’S WRAL®LINGS & 

WUDGY TAIES

G. Legman -858 Hornaday-New York 60

YOU CAN’T GO WRONG ’ 
|1.00 each...
Ardrey........................................World’s Beginning Flammarion................ 7‘........... Urania
Brahms & Simon................ Titania Has a Mother Fearn......................... Liners of Time
Chesterton........... Man Who Was Thursday (d/w) Harrison..................... Higher Things
Hodgson........... Men of the Deep' Waters (fair) Kearney......................................... Erone
Martin...............................................Summer in 3000 Williams................Many Dimensions
Von Degen.................... Mystery of the Campagna Ridley......................... Green Machine
Smith....................................Topper Takes a Trip Smith.................. The Glorious Pool
Smith..................The Passionate Witch (fair) Smith..................................... Turnabout

...and on the $2.00 shelf...
(anthology, 1150 pp.)... .Century of Creepy Stories Fort................ Lo ! (fair)
Griffith.................. Honeymoon In Space (fair) Doberer..............Electro-war (d/w)
Thompson................Mystery & Lore of Monsters Lasser................. Conquest of Space
Lowell............................... Mars as Abode of Life Spence..............Problem of Lemurla

All in good to excellent condition.

Cash to: S.L. Birchby, 6 Windsor Rd., Levenshulme, Manchester,19.England.
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Science Fiction Classics 
Grosset & Dunlap, 1950; $1 each. 
FURY, by Henry Kuttner, 186 pp. 
THE HUMANOIDS,

by Jack Williamson, 259 pp.
THE ISLAND OF CAPTAIN SPARROW, 

by S. Fowler Wright, 297 pp.
THE WORLD OF I,

by A. E. van Vogt, 246 pp.
As this issue goes to press, 

the latest books received for re
view are the first four titles in 
a new inexpensive series. Of the 
four, two have recently been pub
lished by Simon & Schuster, one 
(the Wright book) was originally 
published in 1928 and has been 
long out of print, and Kuttner's 
first book under his own name is 
an honest-to-gosh first edition.

Grosset's s-f editor Conklin 
has chosen stories which are of 
interest to the experienced s-f 
reader such that he'll be glad 
to have them in hard covers and 
yet which are of a sort to appeal 
to the growing market of later 
discoverers of the stuff. Short 
Introductions to each book have 
been supplied by the editor.

Format-wise the books re
semble G&D's other dollar books, 
and are worth the money. Look 
for them (in their colorful dust 
wrappers) among the reprint fic
tion If your bookseller hasn't a 
special s-f •'section. RAS

Top prices paid for Science- 
Fantasy mt^azines and books. 
Prefer magazines prior 1945.

Need Astoundings prior 1945. 
Send lists of what you have 

and describe condition.

I have one of the' largest 
collections of Science-Fan

tasy in the South.

Your want list will be 
given prompt attention

A. P. Palmer 
3137 W. Maple 

Shreveport, La.

Tips for Advertisers...
The next issue, February 51, 

will in one sense be "special". 
In imitation of Antiquarian Book
man, a magazine that very ably 
serves the general used book 
trade, we'll dignify the issue 
with the term "Permanent Refer
ence ." If enough ads of a "per
manent" nature come in to show 
your interest in this sort of an 
issue, we'll have one every year. 
The idea, of course, is to have 
concentrated in one issue ads of 
the sort that buyers and sellers 
will want available for refer
ence throughout the year.

The first example to come 
to mind is the want ad for books 
difficult to find. If the issue 
carries a sufficient number of 
these, booksellers will probably 
check the listings against their 
stocks at occasional intervals 
instead of only once.

Publishers who don't Issue 
catalogs regularly might find it 
worthwhile to have their back- 
lists published in this issue. 
Collectors and dealers both would 
then have a compact reference to 
what is in print in s-f.

And fan clubs, if you Intend 
at any time to use advertising 
to gain members, this issue'll 
be your best bet.

We've had little success In 
the past at interesting those who 
provide such special services as 
bookplate designing, book and 
magazine binding, printing, ref
erence tools, etc. However, and 
if ever, now's the time.

Let it not be inferred that 
ads of more ephemeral signif
icance will not be welcome. The 
permanent type ads surely yon't 
crowd the issue!

The Feoruary issue will go 
out soon after Christmas. And 
although for many of us that will 
be a time of minimum book-buying, 
I hope you advertising booksell
ers won't overlook the fact that 
many of FA's readers are still 
of an age to be principally on 
the receiving end of the holiday. 
Surely you could do worse than to 
place temptation before them via 
the pages of Fantasy Advertiser.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
Key to classified advertisers:
Da Roger N. Dard, 232 James St., 

Perth Western Australia
Ke Harold F. Keating, 7 Arnold 

St., Quincy 69, Mass.
Le R. A. Leadabrand, 1505

Topeka, Pasadena 7, Calif.
Lo Glenn Lord, 702 E. Belmont, 

Pasadena, Texas
Sq R. A. Squires, 1745 Kenneth 

Rd., Glendale 1, Calif.

BOOKS AND MAGAZINES WANTED

AMAZING ANNUAL, 1927 Da
AMAZING QUARTERLIES (many) Da
COLLIER, His Monkey Wife Le
ERSKINE, Solomon, My Son Sq
FANTASTIC ADVENTURES, Quarter

lies, 1941-1947 Da
F.N.s, 48 & 49, good cond. Lo
FANTASY COMMENTATORS, V. 1 No. 1

Dec 43, V. 1 No. 4 Dec 44,
V. 1 No. 10 Spring 46, V. 2
No. 3 Summer 47, V. 2 No. 6
Spring 48. Ke

JASTROW, History Human Error Sq 
PITKIN, Short Introduction to

History of Human Stupidity Sq 
POINC’ARE, Outlines of Science Sq 
USHER, Abbott P. A History of

Mechanical Inventions Sq
WALFORD, Twisted Clay Le
WONDER QUARTERLIES, any Da

Need hundreds of early 
BLUE BOOK, 
ADVENTURE, 

WILD WEST WEEKLY 
and others

Reading copies. Quote prices.
Frank J. Hartl 

405 Washington Ave 
Sellersville, Pa.

WANTED: SIGNET POCKET BOOKS.
WILL ALLOW 10/ EACH IN RESPECT 

OF ANY PURCHASE MADE FROM US
DELL'S

209/211 Kirkgate Market
Bradford, Yorks., England

Stf magazines containing stories 
in the •

De Camp "Krishna-Vishnu" and 
Asimov "Foundation" series

A. W. Bendlg
7144 Kedron St. Pittsburgh, Pa.

BOOKS AND MAGAZINES FOR SALE
BEST, 25th Hour, 1st, $3.50 Lo 
DOYLE, Lost World, v.g. $2.00 Lo 
WELLS, 7 Famous Novels, $2.00 Sq

Stf Treasure Box, 20x10x5 inches 
Contains 26 mags, 6 pocket books 
16 Little Blue Books, fine shape 
All for $6.00 or will sell sep
arately. Write for complete list 
of contents.

Robert Fultz
Rt. 1, Box 334; Tamms, Ill.
AMAZING STORIES SPECIAL -
46 thru 49. Good condition. 
15/ each, ppd.
BEYOND THE WALL OF SLEEP - 
Excellent, d. w. .$15.00 ppd. 
OUT OF SPACE AND ?IME - 
Excellent, d. w. $15.00 ppd. 
LOST WORLDS -
Excellent, d. w. $6.00 ppd. 
THE EYE AND THE FINGER - 
Excellent, d. w. f$6.00 ppd. 
THE BLACK WHEEL -
Excellent, d. w. $5.00 ppd.

A. L. Vibbert
19 Manville St. 

Waterbury, Conn.

ASTOUNDING '30 - '35
AMAZING '29 - '35
WONDER '30 - '36

TOP CONDITION

SCIENCE FICTION BOOKS
J.L. Chapman 

3134 Colorado Ave. 
Minneapolis 16, Minn.

AMAZING STORIES, 50/ each: 
Feb Mar Apr 1934

Apr May Jun Jul Aug Oct Dec 1935
Feb Apr Jun Aug 1936

Feb Jun Aug Oct Dec 1937 
Feb Apr Jun Aug Oct Dec 1938 

July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 1939 
1940 et seq. @ 35/

12 CAPTAIN FUTURES @ $1.00
UNKNOWNS: Dec 1940 Aug 1942 

Oct 1942 Oct 1943 @ 1.00
Howard Howe, 

10400 Lemona Avenue, 
San Fernando, California

CLASSIFIED SECTION FEES:
(The Classified Section is open to subscribers only.) 

Wants, 5/ per line; all other classifications, 10/ per line (count 
32 spaces to the line); plus 10/ for name and address.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
WANTED TO EXCHANGE
Fantasy Advertiser with all lit

tle magazines, all subjects Sq

Will trade THE LAD AND THE LION 
or THE GIRL FROM HOLLYWOOD for 

BACK. TO THE STONE AGE.
Will sell other scarce ERB. 

Write: Paul Latimer
4151 Greenwood, Oakland 2, Calif

PUBLISHERS', CATALOGS WANTED

Science Fiction, Fantasy, 
and Scientific Sq

ADVERTISEMENTS WANTED
Your want ad in this space next 

issue. Someone probably has 
what you need, but is just as 
lazy about advertising it for 
sale as you have been in ad
vertising for it.

WANTED: material for a biblio
graphy of bibliographies. If 
you know of any serious, com
petent work of bibliography in 
the science-fiction or fantasy 
fields (other than such well- 
known sources as Bleiler, Bai
ley, Lovecraft, Morse, and Ni
colson) please send us the per
tinent data and a brief resume 
of the work's coverage. We'd 
like to include in this refer
ence such fan-published mater
ial as magazine indices and 
other listings that are reason
ably complete within their in
tended limits. Publishers of 
any such which are still in 
print please supply addresses 
and prices, and copies if you 
wish them reviewed. Thankee.

FANTASY ADVFRTISER
1745 KENNETH R O' A 0 •
GLENDALE I, CALIFORNIA

During 1950 we've lost track of the following subscribers. Their 
copies of the magazine were returned with the indication that the 
Post Office had no forwarding addresses for them. It'd be much appre
ciated by FA if you'd bring the matter to the attention of any of 
these subscribers who may be known to you. Their subscriptions'll be 
continued to the extent of their credit if they'll supply addresses.
G.J. Adams, Garvin Berry, N.J. Bowman, Harold W. Cheney, Jr., Theo
dore R. Cogswell, Bob Coleman, Vernell Corriell, James B. Cullum,Jr, 
Thomas P. Curran, Decil, Richard Enos, O.G. Estes, Jr., Bob Farnham, 
Robert A. Feyel, Robert Gay, Andrew Gregg, Jim Hamm, Harold (Spring- 
field, Oregon), John Harvey, Nina Hedrick, W.L. Holmes, Glenn Housh, 
R.E. Keyser, Richard McLellan, James S. Morton, O.C. Nielsen, Hewey 
Nundocha, Frederick I. Ordway, Robert R. Reed, Thomas M. Sawrie, 
Virginia L. Shawl, Eldred Smith, Robert J. Smith, William Stolze, 
Mark Walsted*. R.E. Wright, John York, William Young. Thankee.

The Fantasy Writers of America
The Fantasy Writers of America is an organization of published 
writers in the fantasy and science fiction fields. Its pur
poses are 1) shoptalk end mutual assistance for writers In these 
fields; 2) aiding the rise in popularity of these fields In 
every possible way -- special awards, anthologies, Intelligent 
publicity, and so on, as well as the direct encouragement of 
high standards in the fields; 3) securing better conditions in 
relation to rates and rights than the Individual writer can do 
himself. Interested writers are invited to get In touch with 
the West Coast Secretary, Forry Ackerman; Mid-west Secretary, 
Bob Tucker; or East Coast Secretary (and temporary chairman), 
Theodore Sturgeon.

When ordering from booksellers and publishers, please mention 
having seen their ad in Fantasy Advertiser. If you haven't seen 
their ad here, er, you might say something about that, too.
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